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++ + GATHERING + + +

Prelude Once in Royal David’s City Hobby
Welcome
Prelude An Old Carol Quilter

Nick Elders, Vocal Solo

Christmas Proclamation

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and
the earth and then formed man and woman in his own image;
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine
forth as a sign of the covenant; twenty-one centuries from the
time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; thirteen
centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and
Miriam danced in freedom; eleven hundred years from the time
of Ruth and the judges; one thousand years from the anointing
of David as king, in fulfilment of the times and years and
months and days discerned by the prophets; in the one
hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and
fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; the
forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; while the
whole world enjoyed a span of peace, Jesus Christ, eternal
God and son of the eternal father, desiring to sanctify the world
by his most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit
and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother-now in
our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God
made flesh.



(Stand)
Processional hymn 270

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, *“Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray,

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may
walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Sit)

Hymn 271

I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve
Jeg er sa glad hver julekvel
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Jeg er sa glad hver ju - le-kveld, ti da blev Je - sus fodt;
| am so glad each Christ-mas Eve, the night of Je - sus’ birth!
The lit - tle child in Beth - le - hem, he was a king in - deed!
He dwells a-gain in heav-en’s realm, the Son of God to - day;

[ am so glad each Christ-mas Eve! His prais-es then [  sing;
And so I love each Christ-mas Eve, and 1 love Je - sus too;

P L. B

e FEr e e ST e T
——

da lys - te stjer - nen som en sol, og eng-ler sang sa spdt.
Then like the sun  the star shone forth, and an - gels sang on earth.
For he came down from heav’n a - bove to help a world in need.
and still he loves his lit - tle ones and hears them when they pray.
he o-pens now for ev - 'ry child the pal -ace of the Kking.
and that he loves me ev - '"ry day [ know so well is true.

Text: Marie Wexelsen, 1832-1911; tr. Peter A. Sveeggen, 1881-1939
Music: JEG ER SA GLAD, Peder Knudsen, 1819-1863
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



++ + WORD + + +

|Isaiah 9:2-7
A reading from Isaiah
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



The Word of the Lord
Thanks Be to God.

Hymn 272

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose ¢’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - v, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - ry, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark -ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver - y  God, from
dost our weak - ness know:  bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the «cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alre cutholische geistiiche Kirchengesdnge, K6ln, 1599

Luke 2:1-4
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
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in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David.

Hymn 279

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is bormn of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-Ile-hem, de - scend to us, we  pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by:
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be bormn in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais - es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



Luke 2:5-7

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

Hymn 293

That Boy-Child of Mary
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That boy -child of Mar - y was born in a sta - Dble,
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a man - ger  his cra - dle in Beth le - hem.
n [—— T |
XT3 1 ] === =
P p=i e P P
o | |
1  What shall we call him, child of the man - ger?
2 His name is Je - sus, God ev - er with us,
3 How can he save us, how can he help us,
4  Gift of the Fa - ther, to hu - man moth - er,
Refrain
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What name is giv - en in Beth-le - hem?
God giv - en for us in Beth-le - hem.
born  here a - mong us in Beth-le - hem?
makes him our broth - er in Beth-le - hem.
5 One with the Father, 6 Gladly we praise him,
he 1s our Savior, love and adore him,
heaven-sent helper give ourselves to him
in Bethlehem. in Bethlehem.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000
Music: BLANTYRE, Malawi traditional; adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carocl Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Luke 2:8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
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they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Hymn 275

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1  An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a- tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,

Q T — : P ! ! I [ ! I .
75 | P— | e o > - [ P T I
@ﬁ J I i I %4 I I |

) | ' | |

once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seck the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Luke 2:15-19

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
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and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.

But Mary

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.

Hymn 296

What Child Is This
n H N |
)7 A ] I N I \ 3 I !
e e e e e e e el
e == 4 T e &
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her 1lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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Luke 2:20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had

heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Sermon

(Stand)
Hymn 281

Rev. Dr. Keith Killinger

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schiaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - 1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schiaf in himm - [li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820—1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—1863
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Nicene Creed
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Sit)

Hymns for the Christ Child Youth Handbell Choir

(Stand)
Prayers of Intercession

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church
throughout the world proclaim this good news, over the hills
and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in
songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to
flocks, fields, and those who tend them. Come near to us in the
beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a
world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care
for all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the

strife of this world. Hush the noise of war and violence in

places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting
-13 -



peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest
and reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter
travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie
awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or
hurting especially Heather and Sherryl, Jean Musolf’s brother
and those we name in our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new
parents and expectant parents. Comfort those who long for
children, especially those running out of hope or options.
Surround families of every shape and size with your love and
care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We
give you thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your
glory in word and deed especially Marilyn Yarde’s brother. Let
us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal
throne. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we
lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

-14 -



The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day + through the Word made flesh.
Amen.
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Hymn 267

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’n and na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and  heav’'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude ..., Joy to the World Burkhardt
+++

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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The Christmas Eve radio broadcast is sponsored by Mike and
Marilyn Gehring to the Glory of God.

Participants: Julia Robinson, Janet Page, Annie Maier, Hillary
Hoffman, Nick Elders, Bette Mohr, Pastor Keith Killinger, Stephanie
Campbell, Tyler Selliers, Brady Warner, Kalyn Warner and Skye
Clark, Julie Wiegand

Year-End Financial

The 2021 offering envelopes have arrived and they will be mailed to
members this year due to our remote worship. They will be mailed
out the last week of December.

Noon on Thursday, December 31% is the deadline for receiving
contributions to appear on financial statements as 2020
contributions. Any contributions received after that will be recorded
as 2021 contributions. The 2020 annual statements will be mailed
in early January.

Christmas Memorials
In memory of Loved Ones given by LaMae Icenogle and the
Chezem Family

In memory of Lockey and Bernice Carlson given by David Uhimann
Family

In memory of The Forrest Olson, Earl Brewster, Conrad Gustafson,
and John England Families given by Willard and Ethelyn

In memory of loved ones given by Dan and Mary Lou Lindberg
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In memory of Charles McKie — husband, Glen Powell — Son, Paula
Powell — Strader — daughter given by Fran McKie

In memory of my husband Steve Johnson, my father Max Boynton,
my sister Karen Cratty given by Kristy Johnson

In memory of Willard, Lois and Nathan Nyman given by Ken Nyman

In memory of Danny Campbell, Lester, Erma and John Peterson
given by Bonnie Campbell

In Honor of Our Parents given by John and Wilma Hessler

In memory of Sarah, William, and Elizabeth McClean given by The
McClean Family

In memory of Russell A'Hearn given by Dan and Julie A'Hearn

In memory of Shirley Hendrix Wright and Gladys Ryner Wright
given by Janis Wright Meyers, Dewey Wright, Loren and Dianne
Wright, Jennifer Wright and Michael Wright.

In memory of Helen, John and Margaret Wilds and Jim, Rita, Joe

and John Wiegand given by Julie, Mike, Maggie, Joe, Stella, and
Penelope Wiegand.
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