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++ + GATHERING + + +

Prelude As With Gladness Men of Old - organ
Go Tell It on the Mountain — Brady Warner,
piano

Welcome

(Stand)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,

those we know and those known only to you,

for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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Hear the good news of peace and salvation!

God forgives us all our sins,

not through our own work,

but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.

Gathering Song ELW #283

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. m... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:



Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a - do - re mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise ELW #288

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born  for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray,

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
(Sit)

+++ WORD + + +

First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the Lord:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;

proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”

8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
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among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
"With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
In a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

OHear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
1For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the aill,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20

12Worship the Lord, | O Jerusalem;
praise your | God, O Zion,

3who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.

14God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.

15God sends out a command | to the earth,
aword that runs | very swiftly. R

1%God gives | snow like wool,
scattering | frost like ashes.

1’God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?

13The Lord sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.

1God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.

20The Lord has not done so to any | other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R

Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. *He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ’In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight *he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good
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pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. 'In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, *?so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; '%this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
Gospel Acclamation ELW 253

He Came Down
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He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional



Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
The Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[*In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. “He was in the beginning with
God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. °The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

°There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that alll
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.]

YHe was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. **He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. *2But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, **who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. **(John testified to him and cried out, “This
was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.””) *From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. 1'The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. ¥No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



(Sit)
SEermoN ... Rev. Dr. Keith Killinger

(Stand)
Hymn of the Day ELW 295

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - Imore.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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Nicene Creed
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest
parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be
overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with
goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your
splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance,
from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to
rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world
around us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of
those who serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the
needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s
way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.
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You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel
far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic
and invisible iliness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those
who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially Will
Gustafson and Jean Musolf’'s brother. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice
and reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and
misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and
truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have
died in faith. With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In
the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift
these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

+++ MEAL + + +
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer

Gracious God,

you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth.
Nourish us at your banquet table,

that with all who welcome your birth
we may proclaim your peace,
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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O God most mighty,
O God most merciful,
O God our rock and our salvation,

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

When Ruth faced starvation, When David fought Goliath,
When the psalmists cried out for healing,

Full of compassion, you granted life to those who trusted you.

At the midpoint of time

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so,

Celebrating his birth,

Remembering his death, and

Rejoicing in his resurrection,

We join the hosts of heaven to sing your praise.

Gracious Father, as you call us to your table,
Send your Spirit to us in this meal.

Feed us with the life of your own Son;

Warm our hearts and make us one.

Transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most loving,

O God our strength and our song,

As you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us your life, O living God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven,
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to communion

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.

(Sit)
Lamb of God WOV p. 39
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Distribution of Communion
(Stand)

Post Communion Blessing
We give you thanks, gracious God,

that you have once again fed us from your very self

with the body and blood of Christ.

Through this mystery, send us forth

to proclaim your promise to a world in need,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

+ 4+ + SENDING + + +

Announcements
(Stand)

Blessing

Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day +* through the Word made flesh.
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Sending Song ELW 300

The First Noel
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Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude......cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieenn O Come, All Ye Faithful

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

This week’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Ethelyn Brewster-
Gustafson to the Glory of God.

Participants — Isaac Triplett, Janet Page, Annie Maier, Hillary

Hoffman, Nick Elders, Sarah Brakenbury, Bette Mohr, Keith
Killinger

*The Annual Congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 24"
at approximately 10:45 a.m. following the on-line service.
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