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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
304 E. FERRIS St. 

GALESBURG, IL  61401 
 

“the welcome place” 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

May 2, 2021 
 

As we worship today, you are invited to hum, sing quietly or simply 
follow along with the words while wearing your mask. 
 

❖ You are invited to rise as you are willing and able. 
                    
Prelude       Christ is Alive!   Let Christians Sing   J. Wayne Kerr 
                        
Welcome and Announcements 
 
May 1st – 4th 

Carl Sandburg Mall will be hosting the 1st mass Covid-19 vaccine at 
the old Bergner’s Store.  You may register on line.   Additional 
information is available on Trinity’s facebook page. 
 

                        + + + GATHERING + + + 
 
❖ Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
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We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 

 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
❖ Gathering Song     ELW #389 
 
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
 
1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 
 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
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2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 
 but saving, healing, here and now, 
 and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 
3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 
 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  
 and find the way, the life, the truth, 
 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
 good news to this and every age, 
 till earth and sky and ocean ring 
 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
❖ Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

❖ Kyrie                                                                 p. 138  
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

❖ This is the Feast                                                   p. 140 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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❖ Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us Pray 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 
the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
+ + + WORD + + + 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This 
is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to 
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 
sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does 
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the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both 
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm:  Psalm 22:25-31 
Read responsively by whole verse. 
  25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your         
        hearts | live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel  
       before | the Lord.      
 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 
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Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so 
are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, 
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
❖ Gospel Acclamation     Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!  Liturgical Choir   
 
❖ Gospel:  John 15:1-8 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon……………………………Pastor Carrie Carnes 
 
❖ Hymn of the Day                            ELW #447 
 
O Blessed Spring 
 
1 O blessed spring, where word and sign 
 embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
 here Christ enjoins each one to be 
 a branch of this life-giving Tree. 
 
2 Through summer heat of youthful years, 
 uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
 sustained by Christ's infusing rain, 
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 the boughs will shout for joy again. 
 
3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, 
 when limbs their heavy harvest hold, 
 then through us, warm, the Christ will move 
 with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
 
4 As winter comes, as winters must, 
 we breathe our last, return to dust; 
 still held in Christ, our souls take wing 
 and trust the promise of the spring. 
 
5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 
 be praised for this blest mystery: 
 that word and water thus revive 
 and join us to your Tree of Life. 
 
❖ Nicene Creed 
 
Let us confess our faith in the word’s of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in 
you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on 
earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty 
of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the 
earth for life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth 
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with 
love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of 
your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak or fearful.  Provide for 
the needs of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With 
them, may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

 
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ          Liturgical Choir                 
 
❖ Offering Prayer 
 

God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
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for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
❖ Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

                                    
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
That we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
(Spoken) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
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O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering his love for us  
On the way,  
At the table,  
And to the end,  
We proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. 
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again  

 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
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the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
❖ The Lord’s Prayer 

 Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

❖ Invitation to Communion 
 The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you 
wish to receive you may come forward as dismissed by the usher and will 
be given a wafer in the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from 
the tray. Red wine is along the outside, and white grape juice is located in 
the center of the tray. Gluten free bread is also available.  Place empty 
cups in the bowls located at the side aisle as you return to your pew. If you 
prefer to receive a blessing rather than communion, you may indicate that 
by crossing your arms over your chest as you come forward.  

 
Distribution of Communion 
Let us Talents and Tongues Employ             David Cherwien 
This Joyful Eastertide                                    Paul Boumann 
 
❖ Prayer After Communion 
 

Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
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Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

+ + + SENDING + + + 
 
❖ Blessing 

 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

  
❖ Dismissal 
 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude    This Joyful Eastertide                  Jan Bender 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

 
This week’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Brenda Patterson to the 
Glory of God 
 
Worship Participants 
Liturgical Choir:  Annie Maier, Janet Page, Julie Wiegand, Hillary 
Hoffman, Nick Elders 
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Audio:  Dan and Julie A’Hearn   
Video:  Stephanie Campbell  
Usher:  Roberta Majors 
Check-in/Temperature:  Kalyn Warner 
Closing Duties:  Roberta Majors 
Communion Set-Up:  Marilyn Gehring 
Reader and Communion Assistant:  Harold Watters 
Organist:  Bette Mohr 
Pastor: Rev. Carrie Carnes 
 

As we have reopened, we would like to hear from you.  Please take 
the time to reflect on these two questions and respond by sharing your 
thoughts with the church office. 
 
1.  When are you interested in re-starting the Saturday night services? 
 
2. Could you share your thoughts on the possibility of an outdoor fall 

festival to help kick-off the programmatic year in September? 
 

This Week at Trinity 
 
Tuesday, May 4th 
10:00 a.m.  Play Group 
 
Wednesday, May 5th 
6:00 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
 
Sunday, May 9th 
9:30 a.m. Sixth Sunday of Easter, Worship, Sanctuary, Radio and 
Facebook 
 
Readings for Sunday, May 9th 

First Reading:  Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm:  Psalm 98 
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Second Reading:  1 John 5:1-6 
Gospel:  John 15:9-17 

You have the opportunity to sponsor or co-sponsor a radio 
broadcast 

Trinity has been broadcasting our Sunday morning worship services to 
the community over the radio since October, 1992. This ministry is 
partially provided through our regular Evangelism portion of the 
budget. The weekly service is now broadcast on Sunday morning on 
WRAM 1330 at 9:30 AM.  Due to radio station staffing, the prior 
week’s service is broadcast each week. 

The weekly cost for Trinity's radio ministry is $60. If you would like to 
help defray some of these costs, consider sponsoring or co-
sponsoring a weekly radio broadcast. Names of sponsors appear in 
the weekly Sunday bulletin as well as those who are being honored or 
remembered. 

To sponsor a radio broadcast, complete the form below and return it 
with a check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church, designated Radio. 
Please include your phone number. Contributions will appear on 
financial giving reports. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
2021 RADIO BROADCAST SPONSOR/CO-SPONSOR... 

Broadcast date requested_____________________ 

(Check one of the following) 

 To the glory of God      In memory of ...      In honor of... 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
Sponsored by_____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 

Phone number________________     $_________ check enclosed 
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Rev. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion 
Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM, Facebook 

www.trinitygalesburg.org 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  

 
Vision Statement 

Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ 
 

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving 

grace, and reach out to welcome, encourage and serve all. 

 

Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek 
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is frequently an unloving 
place. We extend welcome to ALL, including people of all gender 
identities and sexual orientations, whether believer, doubter, or 
seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the power of the 
Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for justice, peace and love in 
all the earth. 

Our Guiding Principles 

1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 
2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 

3. We invite and welcome everyone. 
4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 

5. We serve local and global communities.  
 

 
 

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

