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+ + + GATHERING + + + 

 
 

Prelude    Lo, How Is Blooming   John Ferguson, Michael Burkhardt  

 
Welcome 
 
 
Call to Worship                                                   
Out of little Bethlehem comes one who is to rule in Israel. 
He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.  
God’s mercy extends from generation to generation. 
Holy is God’s name! 

 

(Stand)  

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the world, and in this season, there are many claims on our 
lives.  
We take this time to remember that in our baptism, Christ 
claimed us as his own.  
We acknowledge before God and one another that we have not 
followed Jesus Christ with all our heart and mind and strength.  



 - 3 - 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray. 
 
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. 
Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek security in 
pride and power and possessions. 
Though we know your story, we resist the costs of following 
you,  
We pass by those considered lowly in this world.  
We turn away from hungry people who still wait to be filled.  
Forgive us we pray. 
Help us to work for the justice you intend.  
Make us messengers of the peace you bring.  
As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and 
service.  
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
Friends God is for us and not against us. 
For that very reason, God sent the Son into the world- 
Not to condemn the world,  
But that the world might be saved through him.  
Believe the good news: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Permission is granted to reprint individual prayers and liturgical texts for worship provided that the following notice is included: Reprinted by permission 
of Westminister John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2012. 
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Gathering Song    Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242            
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Greeting 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

    And also with you. 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle by Lisa and Anna Shafer  
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 
of his hands. 
 
The whole earth is full of his glory! 
 
When Christ was born, the glory of the Lord shone around them 
and they were terrified. 
 
But the angel said to them: Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy. 
 
We light this fourth Advent candle in celebration of our glorious God 
who sent his precious son, revealing his glory as never before. Let 
us pray to our Lord who has come and is coming again. 
 
Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. In our worship today, in our hearts, in all that we do, may we 
glorify you. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory        ELW 275 
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Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, 
and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

+ + + WORD + + + 

(Sit) 

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 
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Sung responsively by whole verse.  
 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly 
servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation. R 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. 
 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” 
(these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I 
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have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
 
Gospel Acclamation                Alleluia!           ELW Setting 3 p.142 

 
 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45[46-55] 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And 
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blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 
  And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
(Sit) 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon                                                              Rev. Carrie Carnes 
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(Stand) 
.Hymn of the Day      Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming      ELW 272                                         
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Nicene Creed   
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

Prayers of Intercession 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
places that yearn for God’s presence. 

 

A brief silence. 
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use 
the church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word 
to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have 
made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. 
Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. 
Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community 
organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 
imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your 
lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. 
Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test 
results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need. We 
ask you to heal and bring peace to Warren. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the 
feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to 
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share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give 
you thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their 
witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all 
things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of 
Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
 

Offering Music   Now the Heavens Start to Whisper  
                                                                Sung by the Senior Choir 
 

(Stand) 

Offering Prayer 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord     ELW Setting 3 p. 144 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to communion 

 Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 
 
(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion           
Lamb of God        ELW Setting 3 p. 146 
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Blessed Be the God of Israel     Marilyn Biery 
Comfort, Comfort Ye My people   Timothy Albrecht, 

Paul Manz, Max Drischner 
 
 
(Stand) 
Prayer After Communion  
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 

 
+ + + SENDING + + + 

 

 

Blessing 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song             All Earth is Hopeful    ELW 266 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Postlude     Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn    Mark Sedio 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Giving In Celebration Update 
Wilbur & The Good Gift Advent Tree Ornaments 
As of December 15th we have received a total of $1,440.10!! This is 
AWESOME and we’re EXCITED to see the giving that our 
congregation has done so far. World Hunger is a special cause 
here at Trinity, the Endowment Board will match up to $2,000 of 
what we raise.  As you see, we are on our way to an AMAZING 
lump sum donation thanks to your support. We have a little over a 
week left to exceed that $2,000 goal, I know we can do it!! 
 
Christmas Eve Service: Bring your Family, Bring your Friends 
  This is ONE service scheduled for 6:00 pm on December    
        24th. ALL are welcome, the more the merrier. We will have      
        Lessons and Carols, a great service for all ages.  
 
Hymnals! We will begin utilizing them again on the 24th! 
 
Tis’ the Season to Read and Be Warm: 
If you’re looking for a good Christmas story for the children, visit 
Trinity’s Library for titles like The Spider Who Saved Christmas, 
The Wishbook Christmas, and The 13th Gift.  
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Reminder to Committee Members: There are NO meets in 
December! 
Annual Meeting Reports: Please submit Committee Reports to 
the office no later than noon on Thursday December 30, 2021. 
 
Tidings: If you or your Committee has something to be published 
in Tidings or on the Church Calendar for January 2022 please 
contact the office no later than 12pm on 12/27/2021.  
 
Just an F.Y.I.: All Church activities and practices for the upcoming 
week are canceled aside from Christmas Eve Service and Sunday 
Worship 
 
 
 
 

This weeks Altar Flowers were sponsored by Beverly 
Powell & Family in Memory of Mr. Dave Powell.  

 
 
 
 
Worship Participants 
Audio: Dan & Julie A’Hearn  
Video: Sarah Brakenbury  
Acolytes: Skye Clark & Stella Wiegand  
Usher: Danielle A’Hearn  
Closing Duties: Hillary Hoffman 
Communion Set-Up: Marilyn Gehring 
Assisting Minister: Bill Sime 
Reader & Communion Assistant: Charla Taylor 
Organist: Bette Mohr 
Pastor: Rev. Carrie Carnes 
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Readings for Sunday December 26th   
1 Samuel  2:18-20, 26 
Psalm   148 
Colossians  3:12-17 
Luke   2:41-52 
 
 
 
                  This Week at Trinity: 
 

 
Sunday December 19th 

Trinity Bells                        10:45am 
Trinity Youth Group               5:00pm 
 
Tuesday December 21st   
No Play Group                          
No Pastor’s Bible Study             
No Committee Meets 
 
Wednesday December 22nd   
No Church Night  
No Senior Choir 
 
Friday December 24th -Christmas Eve Service 
Lessons & Carols                 6:00 pm 
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Rev. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion 
Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM,  

Facebook 
www.trinitygalesburg.org 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  
 

Vision Statement 
Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ 

   
 

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving 

grace, and reach out to welcome, encourage and serve all. 

 

Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek 
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is frequently an unloving 
place. We extend welcome to ALL, including people of all gender 
identities and sexual orientations, whether believer, doubter, or seeker. 
In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we will join together to strive for justice, peace and love in all the earth. 

 

Our Guiding Principles 

1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 
2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 

3. We invite and welcome everyone. 
4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 

5. We serve local and global communities.  
 

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

