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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
304 E. Ferris St.  

Galesburg, IL   61401 
 

“the welcome place” 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021  

 

 
+ + + GATHERING + + + 

 
 

Prelude   Prepare the Royal Highway  Robert Hobby 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship                                                   

John came out of the wilderness to preach repentance;            
he preaches to us still. 

   Make straight the paths we now walk and prepare the way for      
   God’s reign of justice and love.  
 

(Stand)  

Confession and Forgiveness 
  Saints, let us trust in God’s love for and confess our sin, confident    
  in God’s mercy. 
   
  Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not    
  listened. 
  We have not always determined what is best  
  or made way for your reign 
  in our lives, our church, and our society.  
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  Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant within us,  
  for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
      
  Friends, I am confident of this: 
  if we repent, God is sure to forgive us.  
  The One who began a good work in us will bring it to completion.  
  Grateful for the promise of joy and of peace,  
  let us share that peace with one another. 
Permission is granted to reprint individual prayers and liturgical texts for worship provided that the following notice is included: Reprinted by permission of 
Westminister John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2012. 
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Gathering Song          Prepare the Royal Highway            ELW 264                                                               
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

    And also with you. 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
 
The Scriptures record how even in the Garden of Eden, God had a 
plan to redeem his fallen people through the coming of the Christ. 
 
Then came the voice from one in the desert, saying: “Prepare 
the way of the Lord!” 
 
As we come closer to Christmas, our days are filled with 
preparations. Let us also prepare our hearts to celebrate again the 
coming of the Savior. 
 
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has redeemed his 
people! 
 
We light this second Advent candle as we prepare to mark again the 
coming of the one who would save his people from their sins. Let us 
pray to our Lord who has come and is coming again: 
 
Heavenly Father, how great and awesome you are. From the 
moment that we first failed, you already began to set in motion your 
amazing plan to gather us back into fellowship with you. Even now, 
our Lord Jesus is preparing for his return. May we be ready not only 
for this festive season, but also to meet our Lord and Savior 
whenever he comes. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 - 6 - 

Blessed Be the God of Israel          ELW 25 
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Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 

(Sit) 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 

 

Sung responsively by whole verse.  
 
  68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
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 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save 
us | from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And 
this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so 
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that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
 
Gospel Acclamation                Alleluia!           ELW Setting 3 p.142 

 
 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it 
is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
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  make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Sit) 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon                                                              Rev. Carrie Carnes 
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(Stand) 
Hymn of the Day                                                            ELW 255 
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Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(Sit) 

Prayers of Intercession 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
places that yearn for God’s presence. 

 

A brief silence. 
You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 
coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 
confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to 
your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide 
them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with 
the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work 
on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 
immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are 
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries 
and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, 
oppressed, lonely, or ill. We pray for Brenda as she has a surgery on 
December 10th. Also, please cover Warren as he continues to 
recover. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 
received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 
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accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing 
to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 
more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be 
completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Offering Music   And A Little Child Shall Lead Them   Ralph Manuel  
    
                                                             Sung by the Senior Choir 
 (Stand) 

Offering Prayer 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord     ELW Setting 3 p. 144 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
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and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to communion 

 Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 
(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion           
 
Lamb of God        ELW Setting 3 p. 146 
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Blessed Be the God of Israel     Marilyn Biery 
Comfort, Comfort Ye My people   Timothy Albrecht, 

Paul Manz, Max Drischner 
 
 
 (Stand) 
Prayer After Communion  
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 

 
+ + + SENDING + + + 

 

 

Blessing 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song             He Came Down    ELW 253 
 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 



 - 21 - 

Postlude     Prepare the Royal Highway   David Cherwien 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Giving in Celebration:  
The Endowment Board is matching $2k for World Hunger 
 
*The Good Gift Advent Tree is full of ornaments, we want to show 
we care by making that tree bare! Check out the Good Gift 
Ornaments and make your donations today! Please follow the written 
directions, your ornament will be available for you to take home the 
following week after your donation. Contact the Office for additional 
details.  
 
*Wilbur is next to the tree, if you prefer a monetary donation to be 
utilized where needed per WHA he’s the pig for you. 
 
*Contribution envelopes are HERE! Please pick yours up from the 
long table in the Narthex.  
 
*Advent Calendars and Devotionals are available in the Narthex, 
please take what you need! 
 
 
This weeks Radio Broadcast was sponsored by Brenda Patterson, 
To the glory of God! 
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Worship Participants 
Audio: Dan & Julie A’Hearn  
Video: Bill Sime  
Acolytes: Kaylyn Warner & Tyler Seilliers  
Usher: Julie A’Hearn   
Closing Duties: Julie A’Hearn  
Communion Set-Up: Marilyn Gehring 
Assisting Minister: Nick Elders  
Reader & Communion Assistant: Linda Tippey 
Organist: Bette Mohr 
Pastor: Rev. Carrie Carnes 
 
 
Readings for Sunday December 12th- Third Sunday in Advent  
Zephaniah     3:14-20 
Isaiah      12:2-6 
Philippians     4:4-7 
Luke       3:7-18 
 
                  This Week at Trinity: 

 
Sunday December 5th  

Trinity Bells                     10:45am  
Trinity Youth Group            5:00pm 
 
Tuesday December 7th   
Play Group                         10:00am 
Pastor’s Bible Study            6:00pm 
Executive Committee          7:00pm 
 
Wednesday December 8th   
Church Night                       4:30pm 
Senior Choir                         7:00pm 
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The Sign-Up Chart is 
 Now Located in the Narthex 

Bulletin Board!! 
 

Make sure you sign up to donate flowers for your special days! 
Remember that purchasing the Altar Flowers not only is important to 

Worship Service, but afterwards we can take them to one of our 
Homebound members and make their day amazing! 

 
 

Radio Broadcast Forms are Now Located in the Narthex Bulletin 
Board!! 
2022 RADIO BROADCAST SPONSOR/CO-SPONSOR... 
Broadcast date requested_____________________ 
(Check one of the following) 

 To the glory of God      In memory of ...      In honor of... 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
Sponsored by_____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
Phone number________________     $_________ check enclosed 
 
You can help us reach the community with our Sunday Worship Service 
for $60. Your sponsorship will be placed in the Sunday bulletin.  
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Rev. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion 
Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM,  

Facebook 
www.trinitygalesburg.org 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  
Vision Statement 

Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ 
   
 

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s 

forgiving grace, and reach out to welcome, encourage and 
serve all. 

Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek 
reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is frequently an unloving 
place. We extend welcome to ALL, including people of all gender 
identities and sexual orientations, whether believer, doubter, or 
seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the power of the 
Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for justice, peace and love in 
all the earth. 

Our Guiding Principles 

1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 
2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 

3. We invite and welcome everyone. 
4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 

5. We serve local and global communities.  
 

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

