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+ + + GATHERING + + +
Prelude Blessed Be the God of Israel Marilyn Biery

Welcome & Friendship Registries
(Stand)

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be God’s name forever.

Amen.

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.

Let us confront our sins,

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace.

We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire

and set us again on your way of love,

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,

and welcome your coming among us.

Amen.

People of God,

a new thing is growing in our midst,

a tender branch,

a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on + Christ,

and your sins have been washed away.

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

Amen.

Gathering Song ELW #242 Awake, Awake and Greet The New Morn
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the

Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen
our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in
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your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

++ + WORD + + +
(Sit)

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,

but it shall be for God’s people;

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,



but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow.
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.
Bless us as this light grows,
and send sorrow and sighing to flee away.
Give us strength and patience,
trusting that you are true to your promises.
Transform the lives of all who suffer
with your wonders near at hand.
Amen.
The third candle is lit.

Hymn ELW #247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Second Reading: James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient
with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia! ELW Setting 3 p.142
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Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent
word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed
IS anyone who takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is
written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

Children’s Message

Sermon Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes
(Stand)

Hymn of the Day ELW #250 Blessed Be the God of Israel

Nicene Creed
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
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true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
(Sit)
Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a
world that yearns for new hope.

A Dbrief silence.

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global
church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for
the work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global
Mission. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have
squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and
neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may
breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and
oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted.
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Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict, especially Ukraine. Help
us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in
distress because of worry, illness, or loss, especially Layon and
Quentin. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue
teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep
others safe. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient
hearts as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of
those for whom this season is not happy. Console the grieving and
surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all
the saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with
favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your
everlasting promises. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit,
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your
children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
+++ MEAL + + +

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Offering Music Every Valley  G.F. Handel James Hutchings

(Stand)

Offering Prayer

Eternal God,

you make the desert bloom

and send springs of water to thirsty ground.

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love

for all in need of your healing and justice.

We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.



We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW Setting 3 p. 144
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
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and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

In confidence let us pray as Jesus taught us...
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to communion
Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.
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All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you wish to
receive you may come forward as dismissed by the usher and will be given a
wafer in the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from the tray. Red wine
is along the outside, and white grape juice is located in the center of the tray.
Gluten free bread is also available. Place empty cups in the bowls located at the
side aisle as you return to your pew. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather
than communion, you may indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest as
you come forward.

(Sit)
Distribution of Communion
Lamb of God ELW Setting 3 p. 146
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Blessed Be the God of Israel David Maxwell
(Stand)
Prayer After Communion
Faithful God,

in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
As we walit for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

+ + + SENDING + + +
Blessing
God the eternal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song ELW #254 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is neatr.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Bernard Wayne Sanders

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

This week’s Altar Flowers were donated by
GW[ THANKS Roger & Melissa Williamson...

Lo uw Lo K 0 ...In gratitude for all God'’s gifts!
ORHE TS GOUD

PSALM 10741

Announcements

Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome, join us after service!

Christmas Caroling: Starts at 1:00 pm Today

Please join us here at the church by 1 pm. Don'’t forget we will meet
back at church after for snacks and beverages! Please bring your
face mask to wear in the nursing home.

Christmas Eve Service: Please Join Us
Saturday, December 24™ at 6 pm

Julotta-Style Christmas Service, December 25" at 9:30 am
Contribution Envelopes are Ready for Pickup!

Envelopes are on the long table in the Narthex alphabetically.
Also, if you see a name of a homebound member, feel free to drop
their envelopes off to them, we’'d appreciate it!

The Worship Participant Schedule can be found on the Usher
table in the Narthex

Pastor’s Advent Study Group: Wednesday, December 14"
Join Pastor at InnKeepers by 10 am
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Worship Participants

Audio: Norm Tippey

Video: Bill Sime

Acolytes: Lucia Crawford, Tyler Selliers
Usher: Danny Lindberg, Jim Woods

Closing Duties: Hillary Hoffman
Communion Set-Up: Jen Robinson
Assisting Minister: Marilyn Gehring

Reader: Carl Brown

Wine Servers: Erin Crawford, Julie Wiegand
Coffee Fellowship Servers: Dale & Jean Grupe
Organist: Bette Mohr

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes

Readings for Sunday, December 18"
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-
This Week at Trinity:

Sunday, December 11"

Coffee Fellowship After Worship Service
Christmas Caroling 1:00 pm
PRISMS 5:00 pm
Tuesday, December 13"

The Tie that Binds 9:00 am
Council Meet 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 14"

Pastor’'s Study Group 10:00 am
Choir Practice 7:00 pm

Thursday, December 15"
Pastor Community Hours InnKeepers 1-2:30 pm

*Thrivent Choice Dollars*

Don’t forget to Direct them to Trinity by the end of the month. You
can do so by calling 800-847-4836 and saying Thrivent Choice
when prompted or you can go onlineThrivent.com/thriventchoice. In
the “GET STARTED” section on the right, click Direct Thrivent
Choice.
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Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday
Cell phone: 618-803-8778

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday
Saturday Worship at 5:00 pm; Holy Communion
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion
Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM — 1330 AM, Facebook
www.trinitygalesburg.org
trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

Vision Statement
Developing Disciples — Connecting to Christ
Mission Statement
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach out to
welcome, encourage and serve all.
Welcome Statement
Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in
a world that is frequently an unloving place. We extend welcome to all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, whether believer, doubter, or seeker. In Christ’s love we invite
you, so that led by the power of the Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for racial equity, justice,
peace and love in all the earth.
Our Guiding Principles
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior.
2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament.
3. We invite and welcome everyone.
4. We engage all generations in education and ministry.
5. We serve local and global communities.

5. We serve local and global communities.
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