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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
304 E. Ferris St.  

Galesburg, IL   61401 
“the welcome place” 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022  

                                     + + + GATHERING + + + 
Prelude   Partita on My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness    Charles Callahan 
Welcome & Friendship Registries 

(Stand)  

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song ELW #251                    My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

    And also with you. 

 
Kyrie          ELW Setting 3 p. 138 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

+ + + WORD + + + 

(Sit) 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

 Thanks be to God.  
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, 
sharing our flesh and bones. 
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, 
so we wait and dream for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 
more radiant than these candles, 
and more dear than all else we seek. 
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
and banish all our fears. 
We pray in the name of Emmanuel, 
your promised child and our Savior. 
Amen. 
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      The fourth candle is lit. 
Hymn ELW #247      Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
 
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 
the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 
 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

 Thanks be to God.  
  
Gospel Acclamation                Alleluia!           ELW Setting 3 p.142 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
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resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 
 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Sit) 
Children’s Message 
Sermon                                                         Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 
 
(Stand) 
Hymn of the Day ELW #257              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Vs. 1-4 
 
Nicene Creed   
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
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he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

(Sit) 
Prayers of Intercession 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 
God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. 
Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay 
leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you 
are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous 
variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. 
Protect creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming 
temperatures. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and 
justice for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that 
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promote peace and human rights, especially Amnesty International. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, 
refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and 
families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort 
any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks 
for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who 
cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed 
their recovery especially Jane and Layton. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God 
forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your 
promise and bring us also into your blessed reign of peace. We send 
prayers to the Ankerson and Lavelle families as they lost a loved one. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 

+ + + MEAL + + + 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering Music   Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain   Carol Jennings    
                                                                                                          Sr. Choir 
(11am) My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness                      Thomas Keesecker 
 
(Stand) 
Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
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for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord     ELW Setting 3 p. 144 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
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Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
In confidence let us pray as Jesus taught us… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to communion 
 Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you wish to 
receive you may come forward as dismissed by the usher and will be given a wafer in 
the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from the tray. Red wine is along the 
outside, and white grape juice is located in the center of the tray. Gluten free bread is 
also available.  Place empty cups in the bowls located at the side aisle as you return to 
your pew. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than communion, you may indicate 
that by crossing your arms over your chest as you come forward.  

 
(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion          
Lamb of God        ELW Setting 3 p. 146 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel               Michael Burkhardt 
Lo, How a Rose             John Ferguson 
 
(Stand) 
Prayer After Communion  
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

+ + + SENDING + + + 
Blessing 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Sending Song  ELW #293          That Boy-Child of Mary 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    John Behnke  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 
All are welcome, join us after service! 
 
Christmas Eve Service: Please Join Us 
Saturday, December 24th at 6 pm 
 
Julotta-Style Christmas Service, December 25th at 9:30 am 
 
Don’t forget your Contribution Envelopes in the Narthex! 
 
Pastor’s Advent Study Group: Wednesday, December 21st  
It’s the last class, Join Pastor at InnKeepers by 10 am  
 
CASA Angel Tree: Wrapped Gifts/Giftcards are due by 12/21 
  
Christmas Memorials are due by the 21st 
 
Worship Participants 
Audio: Norm Tippey 
Video: Bill Sime 
Acolytes: Noah Crawford, Henry Gray 
Usher: Roger & Melissa Williamson 
Closing Duties: Nick Elders 
Communion Set-Up: Jen Robinson 
Assisting Minister: Sarah Brakenbury 
Reader: Charla Taylor 
11 am Assisting/Reader: Anna Shafer 
Wine Servers: Charla Taylor, Sandra Woods 
Coffee Fellowship Servers: Norm & Linda Tippey 
Organist: Bette Mohr 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 
 
Readings for Sunday, December 24th   
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14[15-20] 
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                  This Week at Trinity: 
 
Sunday, December 18th   
Coffee Fellowship                                            After Worship Service 
PRISMS                                                                           5:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, December 20th  
Pastor’s Study Group                                                          10:00 am 
Choir Practice                                                                        7:00 pm 
 
Thursday, December 21st  
Pastor Community Hours          InnKeepers                       1-2:30 pm 
 
Saturday, December 24th  
Christmas Eve Service                                                          6:00 pm 
        
*Thrivent Choice Dollars* 
Don’t forget to Direct them to Trinity by the end of the month. You can do so 
by calling 800-847-4836 and saying Thrivent Choice when prompted or you 
can go onlineThrivent.com/thriventchoice. In the “GET STARTED” section 
on the right, click Direct Thrivent Choice. 

 
 
Donating to Trinity just got easier with the new Vanco QR Code you 
can pay on the go!  
                  Try it out today! 

1. Open the camera app on your phone 
2. Select rear facing while (your camera may already be rear facing if so 

proceed to the next step) 
3. Center the QR Code on the screen, hold your phone steady for a 

couple seconds 
4. Tap the notification that pops up to open the link.  
5. Once the link is open, there are a variety of options for giving. You can 

sign up for an account, sign into an account, or do a one-time payment 
as a guest (you don’t have to create an account) 
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Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 

Cell phone: 618-803-8778 
 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Saturday Worship at 5:00 pm; Holy Communion 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion 

Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM, Facebook 
www.trinitygalesburg.org 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  
 

Vision Statement 
Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ   

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach out to welcome, 

encourage and serve all. 
Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world 
that is frequently an unloving place. We extend welcome to all sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
gender expressions, whether believer, doubter, or seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for racial equity, justice, peace and love in all the earth. 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 
3. We invite and welcome everyone. 

4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 
5. We serve local and global communities. 
5. We serve local and global communities.  

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

