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Prelude                                Ricercar brevis                       Jan Pieter Sweelinck 
 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that 
we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving 
cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through 
Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. 
We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is 
the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally 
bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 
The assembly gathers in silence. 

(Stand) 
Gathering Song ELW#601                       Savior, When in Dust to You  
   
Greeting 

Living our lives in the space between the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus and the final fulfillment of God’s hope-filled promises, we come into 
this Lenten season, remembering our shared baptismal life and seeking to 
be renewed in our faith in God and in our love toward our neighbors. As 
we embark on this Lenten pilgrimage, we trust that God is with us, and 
God will lead us to discover again and anew God’s call for each of us in 
daily life. 
Create in us new and contrite spirits. 
Examine us, O God 
And know our hearts. 
Test us and discover our thoughts, 
Lead us in the way everlasting. 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
We hear you calling us to return to you with all our heart, O God. 
Guide us in the between times of our lives,  
to a renewed and valuable sense of purpose. 
Renew in us a right spirit. 
Turn us toward you through Lenten practices  
that call us from death to life. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

(Sit) 

+ + + WORD + + + 

First Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is 
coming, it is near— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and 
powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be 
again after them in ages to come. 
 
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not 
your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from 
punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, 
your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn 
assembly; gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even 
infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 
canopy. Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers 
of the LORD, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not 
make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should 
it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

   The word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm:  Psalm 51:1-17  
The Choir sings the refrain: 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love.” 
Psalm sung responsively by whole verse 
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1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 
 13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 
 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 
  and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 
 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. 
  You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise. R 
 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

            We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For  
     our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we   
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     might become the righteousness of God. As we work together  
     with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.  
     For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on  
     a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable  
     time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle  
     in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry,  
     but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every  
     way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,  
     beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  
     by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit,  
     genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the  
     weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in  
     honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated  
     as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well  
     known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not  
     killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making  
     many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

     The word of the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God. 

(Stand) 
Lenten Acclamation                                                      ELW Setting 4 

Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety before 
others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your 
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Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 
that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “And whenever you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “And 
whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Sit) 

Sermon                                                  Rev. Dr. Pastor Carrie Carnes 

 
(Stand) 
Hymn of the Day ELW#793                                    Be Thou My Vision  
 

Invitation to Lent 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and 
for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with 
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But we are 
alienated from God, our neighbors, and creation so that we do not enjoy 
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the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against 
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I 
invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent – self-examination and 
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love – 
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  

Confession of Sin 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
God of renewal, 
We confess that in this unfinished life,  
we have turned away from you. 
Our practices can be self-serving,  
and our motivations can be self-centered. Turn us again to you in 
our being and in our doing 
so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed,  
we may be renewed in your call for our lives, Through Jesus Christ, 
Our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
has come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. 
Buried with Christ by baptism into death, 
Your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. 
Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed  
You are raised into new life. 
Almighty God strengthen you in faith 
To live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. Amen 

 
Out of the Depths I Cry to You          Johann Kuhnau, Max Reger 
 

Imposition of Ashes 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these 
ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by 
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the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. 
Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return. 
Amen. 
 
When all have returned to their places assembly stands. 
 

 Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
 That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
 By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
 bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

 Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

Prayers of Intercession 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. 
Accompany us throughout our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts 
and renew all the baptized to declare your praise. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands 
affected by a changing climate, that all inhabitants of the earth experience your 
abundance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve to 
world leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the bonds of 
injustice and bring an end to all violence, oppression, and persecution. Merciful 
God, 
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receive our prayer. 
Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or 
in seclusion. Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience 
homelessness, food insecurity, economic hardship, and illness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith formation ministries and 
those who teach and lead. Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as 
we grow as your disciples. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and 
place. Renew us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the 
last, bring us with them into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.              

                                  + + + MEAL + + + 

(Sit)   

Offering Song       Senior Choir 
By the Waters of Babylon       Phillip Hayes 
        
(Stand) 
Offering Prayer 
God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
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And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy             ELW Setting 4 

O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
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we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
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to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
All Christians are welcome to celebrate the real presence of Christ in this 
sacrament. Communion is served by intinction: receive the bread and touch it 
to the wine. (Grape juice is available in the ceramic chalice.) Gluten-free wafers 
are available from the bread server upon request. Those who do not wish to 
commune may come forward for a blessing. If this is your choice, make it 
known to the server by crossing your arms across your chest. Return by the 
side aisles. If you need a team to bring the sacrament to you in your pew, 
please notify an usher. The common cup is in the center.  

 
 
 
(Sit)   
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Lamb of God ELW Setting 4 
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Nunc Dimittis   LBW Setting #2 

(Stand) 
Prayer after Communion 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
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+ + + SENDING + + + 
Blessing 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song ELW#320         Glory of These Forty Days 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   Prelude in C        Louis Vierne      
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 
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Saturday Worship at 5:00 pm; Holy Communion (1st Saturday of the month) 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM, Facebook 

www.trinitygalesburg.org 
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Vision Statement 
Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ   

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach out to welcome, encourage and serve all. 

Welcome Statement 
Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is frequently an unloving place. We extend 
welcome to all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, whether believer, doubter, or seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led 
by the power of the Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for racial equity, justice, peace and love in all the earth. 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 
3. We invite and welcome everyone. 

4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 
5. We serve local and global communities. 
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