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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
304 E. FERRIS St. 

GALESBURG, IL  61401 
“the welcome place” 

 

 
Prelude        Suo Gan Reverie         Franklin Ashdown 
 
Welcome & Friendship Registries-Please sign in  
(Stand) 
 
Call to Worship 
      I lift my eyes to the hills. 
      From where will my help come? 
      God so loved the world that he gave his only son 
      My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
      Everyone who believes in him shall not perish but may have    
      eternal life. 
      My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
      God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world. 
      My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
      But in order that the world might be saved through him. 
      My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Gracious God, 
We confess that we fail 
to be open to your vision for the world. 
In our confusion amid all that is unfinished in our lives 
we close ourselves off from 
where and how your Spirit calls. 
Forgive us, 
and open our hearts and minds 
so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, 
we may live into the new life you have bestowed upon us, for the 
sake of the Gospel, for the sake of the world. Through Jesus Christ, 
Our Savior and Lord, 
Amen. 
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Absolution 
God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
has come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. 
Buried with Christ by baptism into death, 
Your sins are forgiven in +Jesus ’name. 
Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, 
You are raised to new life. 
Almighty God strengthen you in faith 
To live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song ELW #759         My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Kyrie                                    ELW Setting 4 
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Prayer of the Day 
 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Open the eyes of our hearts to the mysteries of your saving love, O God, 
that we might grasp the hope to which you have called us. 
Give us a bold understanding of 
your unfolding vision for us 
and for your world. 
Accompany us on our seeking journey, 
And lead us to where you would have us go. In the name of Jesus, 
+Amen. 

 
 (Sit)     + + + WORD + + + 
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First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 
The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be 
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
 Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 121         Sung responsively by whole verse. 

1I lift up my eyes  to the hills; 
  from where is my  help to come? 
 2My help comes  from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav-en and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your  foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at  your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will  keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according 
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who 
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who 
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without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 
 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it 
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 
all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
(Stand) 
Lenten Acclamation            ELW Setting 4 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
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one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord,  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Sit) 
Children’s Message 
Sermon            Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 
 
(Stand) 
Hymn of the Day  ELW #451          We Are Baptized in Christ 
 
Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
Prayers of Intercession 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. 
Bless lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called 
to the ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the 
gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. 
Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and 
who inspire us to care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and 
oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct 
their work to alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, 
depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear 
the cries of those who look to you in their distress especially, Heather, Jim, 
Laura, Carol and family, Lynly and family, Lynette, Jennifer, Amy, and Jenna.  
Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us 
with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and 
youth and equip us all for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a 
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to 
those who come after us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer to you these prayers as well as those we now mane to you either 
aloud or in our heart. 
A brief silence. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering Music God So Loved the World     John Stainer       Sr. Choir 
Saturday  Lift High the Cross                     Robert J. Powell 
 
(Stand) 
Offering Prayer 
God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy              ELW Setting 4 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
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and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
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Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion   
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you wish to 
receive you may come forward as dismissed by the usher and will be given a wafer 
in the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from the tray. Red wine is along 
the outside, and white grape juice is located in the center of the tray. Gluten free 
bread is also available.  Place empty cups in the bowls located at the side aisle as 
you return to your pew. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than communion, 
you may indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest as you come forward. 

 
(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion 
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Lamb of God                  ELW Setting 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptized in Water        Robert J. Powell  
 
ELW #186         Create In Me a Clean Heart 
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(Stand) 
Prayer After Communion       
Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song ELW #660             Lift High the Cross 
 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   Lift High the Cross                William Bates 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #23928. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Worship Participants 
Audio:  Norm Tippey 
Video:  Bill Sime 
Acolytes: Stella Wiegand, Julia Robinson 
Usher:  Roger & Melissa Williamson 
Closing Duties: Annie Maier 
Communion Setup: Hillary Hoffman 
Assisting Minister: Sarah Brakenbury 
Reader: Lynn Armstrong 
Wine Servers: Annie Maier, Grant Robinson 
Coffee Fellowship Servers: Layton & Nancy Sandall 
Organist: Bette Mohr 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes     Saturday: Rev. Dr. Scott Carnes 
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Readings for Sunday, March 12th    
First Reading:    Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm:      Psalm 95 
Second Reading:    Romans 5:1-11 
Gospel:      John 4:5-42 
 
Announcements 
Coffee Fellowship is immediately after service! 
 
Wilbur is hungry! He is in the Narthex awaiting your envelopes for World 
Hunger! 
 
New Prayer Request Cups: On the Bulletin Tables in the Narthex you will find 
a cup with pencils and salmon-colored prayer request forms. If you’d like 
someone to be placed in the weekly prayers (which will be prayed for 4 weeks) 
or placed on the Trinity Links Prayer List please write your request and drop 
the form into the offering plate.  
 
Midweek Lent Services will be held on  March 7, 14, 21, and 28 at  
6:30 pm. Please join us every Tuesday evening.  
 
Communion Kits: Please return them by the last Sunday of the month as we 
will bless them the first Sunday of each month 
 
 

This Week at Trinity 
Sunday, March 5th   
Coffee Fellowship             After Worship 
Sunday School 
PRISMS                 5:00 pm 
 
Monday, March 6th             
Pastor In Office Hours            9:30 am-3:30 pm 
 
Tuesday, March 7th            
Midweek Services                   6:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, March 8th      
Pastor Community Hours             2 pm-3:00 pm  
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Exec Meet             3:45 pm 
Choir Practice             7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am- 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Saturday Worship at 5:00 pm; Holy Communion (1st Saturday of the month) 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM, Facebook 

www.trinitygalesburg.org 
trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  

Vision Statement 
Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ   

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach out to welcome, encourage and 

serve all. 
Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is frequently 
an unloving place. We extend welcome to all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, whether believer, 
doubter, or seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the power of the Holy Spirit we will join together to strive for 
racial equity, justice, peace and love in all the earth. 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 
3. We invite and welcome everyone. 

4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 
5. We serve local and global communities. 

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

