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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
304 E. Ferris St.  

Galesburg, IL  61401 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
 

15th  Sunday of After Pentecost 
September 10, 2023 

Introduction 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's 
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

                                               
                                   + + + GATHERING + + + 
 
Prelude       Where Charity and Love Prevail      Michael Burkhardt 
    

Welcome, Announcements & Friendship Registries-Please Sign In. 
 
(Stand) 
Invocation 

Blessed be God, 
the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, 
confessing our sin. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
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We are afraid to risk what we have 
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Song ACS #979                                     Making Their Way  

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise            Glory to You 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 - 6 - 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove 
far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

(Sit)      
                                           + + + WORD + + + 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of 
Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 
them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have 
said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we 
waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 119:33-40 
(Read responsively by whole verse) 

  Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  
 

Second Reading Romans 13:8-14 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 
 
 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
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not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
        
        Word of God, word of life. 
        Thanks be to God. 

 
(Stand) 
Gospel Acclamation           Alleluia              ACS Setting 12      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If another member of the 
church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two 
of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 
that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
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loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 

        Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Sit) 
Children’s Message                                                  
Sermon                                                              Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes  
 
(Stand)  
Hymn of the Day  ELW #359              Where Charity and Love Prevail 
 
Apostles Creed  

Let us join together in the confession of our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Sit) 
Prayers of Intercession.  

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where 
repentance is needed and lead us in paths of intentional 
compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation 
and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and 
people of other faiths. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we 
behold the wonders of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the 
forests and the creatures that live in them. Turn us to ways of 
living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and 
legislators, police, and government officials to create and uphold 
just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide our 
conversations with one another. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are 
harmed by the wicked acts of others. Bring peace to all who are 
vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick, especially Jen, Jenna, 
Kay, Janet, Kathy, Bev, Dena, and Bonnie. Guard their waking 
and their sleeping. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to 
value the vocation to which each is called. We pray for all 
discerning new possibilities or changing employment, we pray for 
those just settling into college for the first time especially Brady, 
Kylie, Parker, and Nate. In all our diverse callings, teach us to 
love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 - 11 - 

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your 
disciples who died in faith. May their trust in your promise be our 
protection and our hope. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer to you these prayers as well as those we now name to 
you either aloud or in our hearts. 
A brief silence. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in 
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 
(Sit)   
Offering Song          Elevation 25      Dom Paul Benoit 
 (Stand) 
Offering Prayer 

God of power, God of plenty, 
all things belong to you. 
We bring your gifts to the table, 
that all might be fed. 
Form us into the body of your Beloved, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer.  
Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise 
you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise 
you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise 
you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 
grafting us into your living Vine, 
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  



 - 14 - 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
  
With all the saints in light, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray together as Christ taught us 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 

All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you wish 
to receive you may come forward as dismissed by the usher and will be given a 
wafer in the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from the tray. Red 
wine is along the outside, and white grape juice is located in the center of the 
tray. Gluten-free bread is also available.  Place empty cups in the bowls 
located at the side aisle as you return to your pew. If you prefer to receive a 
blessing rather than communion, you may indicate that by crossing your arms 
over your chest as you come forward.  

 
(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion   Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus    

ACS Setting 12 

 
 
 
 
O Bread of Life from Heaven      Raymond Haan 
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Post Communion Hymn  In the Singing    ELW #466     

(Stand) 
Prayer After Communion 

Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
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In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

+ + + SENDING + + + 
 
Blessing 

The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song            God’s Work, Our Hands                ACS #1000 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude     God’s Work, Our Hands     Robert Hobby 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023.  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003928. New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

As you leave, please take a moment and greet one another. 
 
Worship Participants 
Audio: Grant Robinson 
Video: Sarah Brakenbury 
Usher: Erin Crawford, Nick Elders, John McClean 
Communion Setup: Hillary Hoffman 
Assisting Minister: Hillary Hoffman 
Reader: Charla Taylor 
Wine Server: Nancy Sandall, Julie Wiegand 
Closing Duties: Sarah Brakenbury 
Acolyte: Ryan Tapper 
Coffee Fellowship Servers: Brian & Jen Robinson 
Organist: Bette Mohr 
Director of Choirs: James Hutchings 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 
 
 
Today’s Altar Flowers were donated by  
Roger & Melissa Williamson,  
In gratitude for all of God’s blessings. 
 
   
Readings for Sunday, September 10th    
First Reading             Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm                         Psalm 119:33-40 
Second Reading        Romans 13:8-14 
Gospel                       Matthew 18:15-20 
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Announcements 
Coffee Fellowship-Join us in Fellowship Hall immediately after 
service 
 
God’s Work Our Hands Neighborhood Clean-Up Project 
Thank you to everyone who came out and supported TLC in our 
mission 
 
God’s Work Our Hands-Today after Worship there will be children’s 
activities available  
 
Council Meeting-Tuesday, September 12th  at 7 pm  
 
The Tie That Binds-Tuesday, September 12th at 9 am  
Choir Practice-Wednesday, September 13th at 7 pm 
 
Bells Practice-Sunday, September 17th at 8:30 am 
 
Tidings Deadline-Friday, September 15th  
 
We need Pictures Please: We’re working on something special, if 
you have any pictures from TLC events in 2023 we want them!  
Please send them to Pastor’s cell or the church email. Thanks!  
 
AED Training: We have received the new AED devices and we need 
to get some members trained in case of emergency. If you’d like to 
volunteer, please contact Pastor, Hillary, or the Office.  
 
Outreach Project with CASA & Day 1 Bags-We’re still accepting 
monetary donations and gently used books, visit the table in the 
Narthex for additional info  
 
Communion Exploration-September 24th after worship, please join 
us visit the black board in the Narthex for more info 
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Prayers: If you’re in need of prayer for yourself or a loved one, please 
fill out the salmon-colored slips in the Narthex and drop them into the 
collection plate.  
 
Current Prayer List: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Date of Prayers Praying For Prayer 

8/27-9/17 Brady  College 

8/27-9/17 Kylie  College 

8/27-9/17 Parker & Nate 
(Crawford’s cousins) 

College 

8/27-9/17 Jen 
(Crawford’s aunt) 

Health improvement 

8/27-9/17 Jenna 
(Crawford’s cousin) 

Surgery recovery, playing 
D1 volleyball 

8/27-9/17 Kay 
(Crawford’s grandma) 

Healing from neck injuries 
& falls 

8/27-9/17 Janet  Reduce pain & heal 
infection 

8/27-9/17 Kathy Hip Surgery 

9/3-9/24 Bev  Quick recovery & healing 

9/3-9/24 Dena  
(Hilma McDorman’s 
daughter) 

Comfort, peace, & health 
Has cancer 

9/10-10/1 Bonnie Health improvement 
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Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:00 am - 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

1st & 3rd Saturdays, Worship at 5:00 pm, Holy Communion  
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion Sunday; Facebook  

Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM 
www.trinitygalesburg.org 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  
 

 
Vision Statement 

Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ 
 

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach 

out to welcome,  
encourage and serve all. 

 
Welcome Statement 

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and 
wholeness in a world that is frequently an unloving place. We extend welcome to all sexual 
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, whether believer, doubter, or 
seeker. In Christ’s love we invite you, so that led by the power of the Holy Spirit we will join 
together to strive for racial equity, justice, peace and love in all the earth. 

 
Our Guiding Principles 

1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 
2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 

3. We invite and welcome everyone. 
4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 

5. We serve local and global communities. 

http://www.trinitygalesburg.org/
mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

