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Trinity Lutheran Church 

304 E. Ferris Street 
Galesburg, IL 61401  

“the welcome place” 
  
 
 
 
 

 +++GATHERING+++  
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures 
of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us 
the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that 
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. 
Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s 
grace finds us first! 

Prelude Music Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound Arr. Mark Hayes 

Welcome - Please Sign Friendship Registry 
The red ELW hymnal and the purple ACS hymnal are in the pew racks 

(Stand) 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn God of the Fertile Fields, ACS (purple) #1063 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

Hymn of Praise                                                     WOV (blue), Setting 5 
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Prayer of the Day  
 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of 
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your 
Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes 
from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

(Sit) 
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+++WORD+++ 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 

God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You 
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne 

today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 

know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of 
the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they 

cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 

  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for 

yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according 
to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after 
you.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:129-136                                                        spoken responsively 

 
129 Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 130 When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 

 131 I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 

 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  

 133 Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
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 135 Let your face shine up-on your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 

 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

 26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too 

deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 

  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who 

love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 

family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified. 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, 

who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave 
him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything 

else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who 
was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes 

for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction 
or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or 

sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him 

who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

 Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

(Stand)  
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Gospel Acclamation Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil, ELW #512 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 

field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 
 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 

  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 

fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 
that he had and bought it. 
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  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 

into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 

out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
 

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple 
in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Sit)  

Children’s Message Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 

Sermon Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 

(Stand) 
 

Hymn of the Day The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field,  

ACS (purple), #952 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

(Sit) 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 
       A brief silence. 

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy 
committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as 
deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your 
presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from 
national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ 
stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love 
from which we can never be separated. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care 
and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, 
pain, and uncertainty. We pray especially for Bette, Lynly, Rosalee, 
Carolyn D, Sean, and Matt. We pray for those who have gone before 
us, especially Carolyn Park and Mike Gehring. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else 
that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the 
ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which 
came before, we give you thanks. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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We offer to you these prayers as well as those we now name to you 
either aloud or in our hearts. 

 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ 
Jesus. 

 Amen. 

Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.    
(you may offer each other a sign of peace)  

+++MEAL+++ 

Offertory Music There Is A Fountain Arr. Mark Hayes 

(Stand) 

Offering Prayer 

 Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

 Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise  

  

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
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and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                 WOV (blue), Setting 5 

 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are yours, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

 Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

All are welcome to receive communion at Trinity Lutheran Church. If you wish to receive you may come forward as 
dismissed by the usher and will be given a wafer in the center aisle. Then you may take a small cup from the tray. Red wine 
is along the outside, and white grape juice is located in the center of the tray. Gluten free bread is also available.  Place 
empty cups in the bowls located at the side aisle as you return to your pew. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than 
communion, you may indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest as you come forward. 

(Sit) 
Distribution of Communion Lamb of God, WOV, Setting 5 

 
Communion Music The Blessing Arr. Jay Rouse  

(Stand) 

Prayer After Communion 

 Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
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may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

 Amen. 

+++SENDING+++ 

Blessing 

 Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

 Amen. 

Sending Hymn Build Us Up, Lord, ELW (red) #670 

Dismissal 

 Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

 Thanks be to God.  

   

Postlude Music Sing Praise Arr. Marilynn Ham 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23928. New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
As you leave, please take a moment to greet one another. 

 
Today’s radio broadcast was sponsored by  Tom & Marcy Simkins  

In memory of Jean & Jim Musolf. 

Worship Participants 
Audio: Norman Tippey 
Video: Brady Warner  
Ushers: Keith & Roberta Majors 
Communion Setup: Hillary Hoffman 
Assisting Minister: Carol Simpson 
Reader: Carol Brown 
Wine Servers: Carol Brown, Heather Hellenga 
Coffee Fellowship: John & Lynn Armstrong 
Acolyte: Hudson Babcock 
Closing Duties: Hillary Hoffman 
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes 
Organist: Brady Warner 
Choir Director: Janell Johnson 

Announcements 

Coffee Fellowship will be held immediately after service. 

The Endowment Committee will meet today after worship service at 
10:45 am 

The church office hours may vary from Wednesday, July 29th to 
August July 5th . Please call ahead before visiting. 

We are looking for volunteers for our Wednesday Sack Lunch 
Program. Volunteers meet every Wednesday morning to prepare and fill 
sack lunches. If you are interested in volunteering, or would like more 
details, please speak to Pastor Carrie or Jen Holmes. 

Prayer List: If you or loved ones need prayers, please fill out the 
salmon-colored form located on the bulletin table in the Narthex, and 
return it to the Office mailbox or drop it in the offering plate. 

Name Prayers for… 
Bette Mohr Healing & recovery 
The family & friends of Mike Gehring Peace  
The family & friends of Carolyn Park  Peace 
Lynly Triplett Healing & Strength 
Rosalee S. Healing 
Carolyn D.  Healing  
Sean P. Healing 
Matt Tippey Strength & healing 

This Week at Trinity 

Sun, July 26th             10:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 10:45 am Endowment Meeting 
Mon, July 27th   9:00 am Tidings Label & Seal 
Wed, July 29th  11:00 am Sack Lunch Program 
Sat, Aug 1st      5:00 pm GRACE evening service 
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Rev. Dr. Carrie Carnes, Pastor, Out-of-office: Friday 
Cell phone: 618-803-8778 

Church Office: Phone 309-343-4191 
Hours 8:30 am – 12:30 pm, Monday-Friday            

1st & 3rd Saturdays; Worship 5:00 pm; Holy Communion 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am; Holy Communion 

Sunday Radio Ministry at 9:30 am on WRAM – 1330 AM, Facebook 
 

trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org  
Vision Statement 

Developing Disciples – Connecting to Christ   
 

Mission Statement 
Led by the Spirit, we receive Christ’s love, share God’s forgiving grace, and reach out to 

welcome, encourage and serve all. 
 

Welcome Statement 
At Trinity Lutheran Church, we believe God’s grace is extended to everyone. Members of Trinity 

Lutheran Church are freed by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness. We welcome people of 
all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, whether believer, doubter, or seeker. 
In Christ's love we invite you, so that led by the power of the Holy Spirit we will join together to strive 

for racial equity, justice, peace, and love in all the earth. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

2. We faithfully worship through Word and Sacrament. 
3. We invite and welcome everyone. 

4. We engage all generations in education and ministry. 
5. We serve local and global communities. 

 

mailto:trinitylutheran@trinitygalesburg.org

